
Saw Kill Watershed Community Meeting 
Wednesday, December 12, 2018, 7:00-8:30 PM 

Elmendorph Inn, Red Hook, NY 
2018 Saw Kill Water Quality Update presented by Lindsey Drew, Bard Water Lab Manager 

● SKWC covers 22 miles; headwaters is at Site 14 
● Measure temperature, conductivity, turbidity, and sewage indicating bacteria  

Temperature: reveals a lot about the water quality; influences the physical and chemical 
properties of water (such as conductivity, pH, aquatic life and plant, dissolved oxygen) 

● On average, in 2018, all sites in the Saw Kill have a higher temperature than 2017 
● Overall, the Saw Kill is warming; we have data from 1976 

-Solution: increase buffers (Ex: Tree for Tribs), leave debris, reducing stagnant waters 
Conductivity: higher temperature= higher conductivity 

● Indicator of salinity which is impacted by road salt. Too much salt is bad for aquatic life 
● Site 6 is above 500 uS (EPA recommends under 500 uS)  
● Comparison to 2016 data: Slight decrease in conductivity from 2016 
● Conductivity increases as you move from the head waters towards the south  

Turbidity: measure of amount of fine particles suspended in water.  
● Increases as storm water runs off because particles can transmit contaminants  
● On average, turbidity is higher than 2016 and 2017 
● This could possibly be due to temperature; we could look further into this 

Enterococci & E. Coli: important indicators of water contamination 
● On average, all of our sites are below 60 colony forming units 
● Overall, average enterococci concentrations are lower than 2016 
● Site 6 is much higher than the other sites, which can be due to sewage effluent 
● Site 6 is consistently higher than other sites!  
● When it rains, there is generally a higher concentration of bacteria. 
● Volume of water affects concentration of bacteria; higher volume of water = less 

concentration of bacteria because it’s diluted 
● Only small percentage of E.coli are harmful! Good indicator for fecal contamination and 

possible pathogens in water.  
● In 2018, average of concentration of E.Coli is slightly decreasing from 2016-2018 
● Come join our last Saw kill sampling this Friday (of the year)!!  

 
Eli Dueker 

● We all have a role in taking care of the watershed. The hardest thing is to build the 
community. So, we can build these community by building relationships, a place to talk 
about concerns of watershed, and coming out to sample! It’s also important to be here to 
sharing information with the town. Franklin, intern for the Bard Water Lab, was able to 



measure the metals in the water. We want feedback from community members to help 
tell us what we need to focus on.  

  
Karen McDonald 

● Red Hook Town board wanted to fund half of next year’s sampling sites! (Bard & DEC 
was funding it the previous years).  

 


