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In our October 8th SKWC Newsletter, we thanked the candidates who responded to our questions and noted that
if we receive additional responses, we will send them out as soon as possible. This addendum to our Newsletter
contains our recently received response from Kevin Cahill (D, Incumbent), running for NY State Assembly, District
103. We appreciate the time it takes to run for office, and appreciate these responses to our questions. 

New York State Assembly, District 103
The New York State Assembly has a total of 150 seats. The 103rd District represents people from Red
Hook, Rhinebeck, Kingston, New Paltz, and Woodstock.

Kevin Cahill (D, Incumbent)
For more information, please see https://www.assembly.ny.gov/mem/Kevin-A-Cahill.

Rex Bridges (R, C)
For more information, please see Rex Bridges for Assembly on Facebook.

Question 1: NY State currently protects wetlands that are larger than 12.4 acres. However, this
represents only a fraction of the state’s wetlands. Small wetlands are critical for both water
quality protection and flood mitigation--currently most of them are not protected by either state
or federal regulations. Do you support state legislation to protect wetlands smaller than 12.4
acres?

Cahill: Yes. I support stronger wetland protection measures, including expanding the unique
circumstances under which smaller parcels can be regulated, increasing buffers and adjacent areas
and filling in the gaps created by the pulling back of federal regulation.

Question 2: Do you support state measures to protect NY waters from harmful chemicals not
currently regulated by the federal government (including emerging contaminants like PFAS)
and limit or ban their use in NY?

Cahill: Yes.  The days when we could rely upon the EPA or any federal agency to be the primary
protector against harmful pollution and specific contaminants are over.  As we struggle to clean the
Hudson River of PCBs and other substances, the feds have been a weak partner. New York has the
expertise, the scale and the will  to do the job right.
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Question 3: What is your position on construction of new fossil fuel infrastructure in NY State, e.g.
natural gas plants and pipelines, and transportation that carries oil and gas through our
communities and along our waterways? What measures should we take as a state to reduce our
use of fossil fuels?

Cahill: I was a leader in our efforts to regulate (to the extent that states are permitted) against Bomb
trains and turning the Hudson River into an oil barge parking lot.  I was the leader of the Assembly
Energy Committee and ushered through Green Jobs/Green NY and made the Regional Green House Gas
Initiative (power plant cap and trade) statutory law in New York State. My focus remains demand
reduction. Unless and until we reign in demand, through reasonable conservation measures,
weatherization and modernization of systems and removing the economic incentives for fossil fuel use,
we will be faced with a dilemma of needing additional energy supplies beyond what can be affordably
or reasonably supplied through renewable and green sources.  I am the author and prime sponsor of two
key measures to recalibrate the economic scale.  First, along with Senator Elizabeth Krueger, we have
introduced legislation  (A86775/S6881) that would review and sunset all state tax expenditures (tax
credits, incentive programs, etc) that prop up fossil fuel usage. I am also the author A8372, which would
create a carbon tax in New York (also S6037 Parker in the State Senate).

Question 4: What is your position on the Restore Mother Nature bond act?

Cahill: I supported the placement on the ballot of the Restore Mother Nature Bond Act even though I
was of the view that it was not ambitious enough. When Governor Andrew Cuomo unilaterally decided
to pull it from the ballot, I wrote to him to urge reconsideration of the decision and to let the public
decide.  He did not respond to my letter or restore the measure to the ballot this November. 

Question 5: What steps would you take to help New York meet its stated goals of limiting
statewide greenhouse gas emissions to 40% of 1990 levels by 2030 and 85% by 2050?

Cahill: The tax expenditure bill and the carbon tax measure mentioned above are the surest ways to
achieve our goals.  In addition, we should embark on a  Manhattan Project level effort to bring about
utility scale conservation measures, a rapid transition to non-fossil fuel based vehicles and create tariffs
and structures that once and for all level the playing field for renewables in the production of energy
and in manufacturing. Still, conservation, conservation, conservation is the best answer and an
indispensable and major part of any solution. 

Question 6: How do you plan to reach out to your constituency to ensure that you hear all the
voices of the people you represent?

Cahill: I actively pursue opportunities to speak to groups in the communities I represent.  I participate in
a regular biweekly community call in radio broadcast. Though I limit my use of the mailing privileges of
the office in which I serve, when I do a mailing, it is to convey important information or to solicit views
from the constituency to which I am answerable. I also participate in public hearings to advocate on
behalf of consumers. Our office operates five days a week from 9 - 5, Monday through Friday. We
advertise and promote multiple means of communication including social media. The District Office has
been a forum for numerous community meetings of groups, large and small.


